
PRESERVE, INTERPRET, EDUCATEPRESERVE, INTERPRET, EDUCATE  

ESVHS 
PO Box 179 / 69 Market Street 

Onancock, VA 23417 
Mon-Fri 9:00 - 5:00 

Ker Place Museum 
March - December 

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Or by appointment 

Website: www.shorehistory.org 
Email: director@shorehistory.org 

Phone: 757-787-8012 
Fax: 757-787-4271 

Eastern Shore of Virginia Historical SocietyEastern Shore of Virginia Historical Society  

40 Education Programmes a Year... 

10,000 Individual Items in our Collection... 

…..and we are  

just getting started! 

Over 3,000 Visitors each Year.. 



“The desire to reach for the stars is ambitious.  “The desire to reach for the stars is ambitious.  

The desire to reach hearts is wise.”The desire to reach hearts is wise.”  

~ ~ Maya AngelouMaya Angelou  

Eastern Shore Eastern Shore   
of Virginiaof Virginia  

Historical SocietyHistorical Society  

Testimonials 
“Super Event…so well organized and interesting.”  

  ~ Lark Mason  (President & Founder of  

 iGavel.com and Antiques Roadshow contributor.)  
“Interesting and a dedicated staff.”  

  ~ Trip Advisor “The kids even liked it!”  

 ~Trip Advisor 

“I just wish we could have spent more time there.”  

  ~ Warren Chauncey  (St. Paul’s  

  Episcopal Church, Norfolk, VA) 

“We are so fortunate to be…involved.”   

 ~ Jane Edwards  (Member) 

“Nice little Library.”   

 ~ Trip Advisor 

 

Dear Donor, 
 
It takes the confluence of passion and pragmatism to make things work here on the Eastern Shore of Virginia and we 

need the support of significant private and corporate leaders in order to thrive and grow.  We would like to invite you 

to join us in securing a future for the Eastern Shore of Virginia Historical Society, an organization formed in 1957 with 

the mission to preserve, interpret and educate the community about its past through our collections.  
 
After serving our community for over fifty- five years, the Historical Society is: Mission Strong. We are cultivating our 

appeal to a wider and more diverse audience through our all inclusive and structured  educational presence. This 

year alone our membership has grown by 15%, our Annual Fund has recognized 355% more participation since 2008, 

and all of our programs and events have been fetching larger audiences than we have ever seen in our institutional 

history.  Our community is responding to our increased involvement, and our climbing numbers say it all.   
 
Cultural institutions are a good investment.  They are a key component in promoting a region as a vibrant place to 

live and do business.  They set the tone for a community and build the platform for a sustainable economy.  Our top 

priorities include a focus on preservation, educational services, maintaining and displaying our collections, and using 

Ker Place not only as a museum and research facility, but as a venue for the community to enjoy. 
 
Our goal is to move forward with all of the professionalism, dedication and diversity you should expect from a  

Historical Society and it would be an honor to parallel our efforts with your prominent public image.  We are  

committed to making a positive, ever-lasting contribution to the Eastern Shore community with your help. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jenny Barker 
Executive Director 



 Founded in 1957 

 Yearly operating budget of $360,000 

 Staff consisting of 3 full-time and 3 part-time  

      personnel, and 20 volunteers 

 Ownership of 3 historic locations: Ker Place, Hopkins 

Brothers Store and the Wise Cemetery 

 Services available: museum tours, research, venue 

rental and education programs for adults and K-12 

 Ker Place grounds are a restoration garden project 

of the Garden Club of Virginia 

Overview 

Collection 

 K-12 Learners 

 3 summer camps for 7 - 13 year olds  
 On-line lesson plans available for 

download 
 Home Scholar’s programmes 
 SAMMI’s Clubhouse:  a winter day 

activity for students and parents 
 Adult Learners 

 Workshops 
 Lunch & Lectures  
 Evening Lectures Series 

 Collaborations 
 Library of Virginia 
 DelMarVa Discovery Center 
 Virginia Historical Society 

Interactions 

 Population Served (2012 Census):  45,567 

 Student Population Served: 7,303 

 Active Memberships (Family & Individual) - 490 

 Average Museum Admission Per Year - 1,421 

 Average Attendance to Events in a Fiscal Year - 1,497 

Educational Outreach 

Foundation Support 

 A.E. Finley Foundation 

 Eastern Shore of Virginia Community Foundation 

 Gannett Foundations 

 Garden Club of Virginia 

 National Endowment for the Arts 

 United Way 

 Virginia Foundation for the Humanities 

 Virginia Genealogical Society 

Eastern Shore of VirginiaEastern Shore of VirginiaEastern Shore of Virginia   

Historical SocietyHistorical SocietyHistorical Society   

   Quick FactsQuick FactsQuick Facts   

 Oldest piece in collection:  Mastodon tooth dated back 

to prehistoric times 

 Past exhibits include: A Stitch in Time, Off 13, Shorely 

Notable, and When the Morning Comes  

 Number of Collections:  Archives - 1,929 / Objects  -780 / 

Photo Collections - 240 / Library - 451 



Take a road trip 

with Mom 

By Krys Stefansky 

The Virginian-Pilot 

This is another installment in the an occasional series that 

explores gardens within a four-hour drive of Hampton 

Roads.  This week we visit Ker Place on Virginia’s Eastern 

Shore and Onancock, the charming town that surrounds it. 

http://hamptonroads.com/2013/05/take-road-trip-mom 

Ker Place Venue 

Feature:  Historic 

Elegance on  

Virginia’s Eastern 

Shore 
 

By Harry T. Henson 

Virginia Bride 

Summer/Fall 2013 

 

“The Eastern Shore of Virginia boasts some of the most 

historic and scenic land on the east coast.  Protected for 

hundreds of years by the detached peninsula between 

the Chesapeake and the Atlantic, the region nourished a 

unique local culture.  

Linguistic experts claim 

the Eastern shore accent 

is very similar to that used 

in Shakespeare’s London.” 

        2012 - 2013 

 

IN THE NEWS 
E a s t e r n  S h o r e  o f  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y     

Journal tells of early days 

Written by:  Claudia T. Bagwell  (Special to the News) 

Eastern Shore News 

 

"Four months ago, when I burnt the diaries, which were the 

faithful record of my more youthful days, I thought I had done 

with journalizing forever. I did not then anticipate the  

momentous occurrences which will make the present year a 

memorable one to my beloved country. Very often, of late, I 

have thought that a journal kept during this eventful year 

might, at some distant day, be interesting to my  children?" 

Mary C. Howard, May 7, 1861…… 

 

http://www.delmarvanow.com/article/20130213/

ESN01/302130054/Journal-tells-early-days 

Conrad, artist and author, comes home to his 

roots:  Exhibition of his paintings  

begins 6 p.m. Friday at Ker Place, Onancock 

 

Written by: Will Lawrence 

(Special to the News) 

Eastern Shore News 

 

What is San Francisco native 

Barnaby Conrad III, a founding 

editor of Art Forum magazine and the author of best-selling 

coffee table book "The Martini," doing on the Eastern Shore?  

The short answer is that Friday at 6 p.m., an exhibition of his 

painting opens at Ker Place in Onancock, but his roots here go 

much deeper than that.  Able Upshur, who was Secretary of 

State under President John Tyler and later Secretary of the Navy, 

and whose portrait hangs in Ker Place, was one of his  

great-grandmother's brothers. … 

 

http://www.delmarvanow.com/article/20130306/

ESN06/303060077/Conrad-artist-author-comes-home-his-roots 


