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Message from the Director
“We keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new things, because we’re curious and 

curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.” -- Walt Disney

interests into our mission driven programs and events  
here at the Historical Society.  

New volunteer interest groups have begun to form  
under our umbrella and the invitation for joining 
any of these new groups is open to everyone.   Our 
Historical Society should reflect this community and the 
message, ‘The more the merrier’ hopefully emulates this 
organization today and in the future.   We are happy to be 
able to unify our larger community by sharing common 
interests.  In this newsletter, on page three, new group 
activities are being offered.  Find something that interests 
you and join in.  There is no formality involved.  This 
Historical Society is about preserving history, pursing 
passions, and inspiring the mind.  These are incentives for 
your membership and perks to belonging.

      My very warmest regards, Jenny Barker 

Words like networking and collaboration are broad 
terms used frequently in our everyday lives.  They are 
the new “buzz” words for corporations and non-profits 
alike.  We see the effects of them everywhere.  Brands are 
inserted in movies.  Advertisers are co-mingling. Social 
media outlets are overflowing with ‘like’ opportunities.  
Just recently, I attended a professional conference where 
a seminar titled, ‘How to Network with your Neighbors,’ 
was offered.  Of course, I went, and there wasn’t an empty 
seat in the room.   At first, I had a hard time digesting 
this means of ‘marketing.’  To me it seemed somehow 
misleading or insincere, but if you can get past the 
uncongenial sound of these words; the idea behind them 
is actually a good one.  In the end, I decided these words 
explain an elementary concept I can accept.  The message 
is simple. It is “the more the merrier.”  And, I ‘like’ that.  

We all know it takes the confluence of passion and 
pragmatism to make things work here on the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia.  Unlike life in an urban setting, 
inspirational pursuits are not presented to us at every 
street corner.  We are driven by our passions and thus 
create our own diversions.   

Our mission to preserve and interpret Eastern Shore 
history and to educate the community about our past is 
the focus of who we are, but it isn’t the only thing. Our 
members reflect a variety of eclectic interests and they 
understandably want different things.  In order to realize 
our mission, our members’ passions are important to us.  
The interesting thing we recently noticed, while making 
arrangements for the arrival of the Godspeed, is that we 
can find a connection to our Eastern Shore history in 
most anything we do.   The Shore historically has always 
been comprised of forward thinkers, rogues, rebels, and 
people with ingenuity and spirit.  Our members and 
the community as a whole are not unlike our forefathers 
in many respects,  and it is this community’s diverse 
curiosities and past times that have inspired us to listen 
carefully, get creative, reach out, and to incorporate these 

Sally Gordon & Cengiz Cumber were married at Ker Place 
this summer. Like these newly weds, the Historical Society 
is moving forward and walking down new paths.   Special 
thanks to our Master Gardeners who have maintained our 
herb garden beautifully this summer.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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SEPTEMBER
To Kill a Mockingbird 
& Southern Culture 
(September 28, 2013) 
This seminar is designed 
for adult and high school 
aged students based 
around the book, To Kill a 

Mockingbird.  The novel’s depiction of Southern culture and its 
parallels to the Eastern Shore of Virginia during Jim Crow and 
the Great Depression will be the premise for the day’s separate 
activities. Book club style sessions will be offered in the morning 
along with readings of the book performed by local actors.  A free 
panel discussion will be held at 1:30 PM at the Onancock Baptist 
Church led by a distinguished journalist and accompanied by 
experts of the topic. The movie, To Kill a Mockingbird, will be 
shown in Onancock’s historic Roseland Theatre at two different 
show times.  Best of all, there will be opportunities to meet 
Scout. Mary Badham, nominated for an Academy Award for her 
portrayal of Scout in the 1962 movie, will be here throughout 
the day. Reservations are required for an authentic Southern 
lunch prepared by a local church and served on the grounds 
of historic Ker Place.  Learn about life on Virginia’s Eastern 
Shore during the era of Jim Crow and the Great Depression at   
www.shorehistory.org/mockingbird.

Hook-In at Ker Place (September 21, 2013 9:00 AM -  
1:00 PM) Join the Hooking guild for their first meeting and 
to learn the ins and outs of making hooked rugs that are both 
functional and artistic.  Contact lynne@branchsbend.com for 
more information.   

Mike Stinson Live at the Roseland 
(September 29, 2013) Mike Stinson, 
born and raised on the Eastern Shore 
of Virginia was named by Texas 
Music Magazine as a 2012 Artist of 
the Year. He is coming to play in his 
hometown for one night only. Catch 
this great opportunity to hear Mike 
Live at the Roseland on September 

29th. Show time starts at 7:30 PM. Doors will open at 6:30 PM. 
Beer and wine will be sold before and during the performance 
with a chance to meet Mike and the Band directly after the show. 
This is a concert in the Amine Kellam Music Series.   Buy tickets 
in advance at: http://mikestinson.bpt.me/ $15.00 per person or 
$20.00 at the door subject to availability. 

OCTOBER
Lunch & Lecture: The Secrets of Fish Leather: Moonrise 
Jewelry  (October 2, 2013.  11:30 PM - 1:00 PM)  Moonrise 
Jewelry’s creator, Meredith Restein, will speak about how her 
company came about and the creative process behind creating 
her fish leather jewelry. Stay tuned for more information. $15 for 
members and $20 for non members. Tickets are available on-line 
or call 757-787-8012.

Ride the Tide & Godspeed  (October 16, 2013.  5:30-7PM) 
Audience with the Queen.  Join us for a cocktail reception with 
light hors d’ oeuvres and be among the first to preview  this rare 
16th century portrait of  Queen Elizabeth I that will be on loan 
to us for one week only. Help us welcome Queen Elizabeth I 
to Ker Place in anticipation of the arrival of Godspeed and an 
exciting weekend of festivities.  Members only.  $35 per person.  
$60 per couple. Call 757-787-8012 for reservations.   

Ride the Tide & Godspeed  (October 19-21, 2013)  Take a 
tour of the Godspeed and enjoy all day activities, artisan booths, 
exhibits, and tours.  Specials for kids include crafts, games and a 
Passport Project scavenger hunt. Free for the public. Monday will 
be reserved for school groups only.  
Visit:  www.shorehistory.org/ridethetide

NOVEMBER
Boater’s Safety Course at Ker Place (November 1-3  
& November 6, 2013)  The US Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 
12-02 will offer its premier boating safety course: Boating Safety 
and Seamanship (BS&S). This is the most comprehensive class 
the Coast Guard offers.  The course includes all aspects of boat 
handling as well as hands on experience with lines, Aids to 
Navigation, radio communication, life jackets and a host of other 
topics. The cost is $30.00 for materials for one person and $35 for 
a family.  A textbook is included.   Contact Russell H. Vreeland 
of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary for more information and to 
register.  757-442 – 7029 or rsvreeland@gmail.com  Friday 11/1.  
5:30- 8:30 PM.   Saturday 11/2 08:00 AM to 4:00 PM.   Sunday 
11/3.   9AM - 3PM.   The required VA State exam will be on 
Wednesday 11/ 6.  5:30 PM to 7:30 PM. 

Lunch & Lecture: David Krause (November 6, 2013.   
11:30 PM - 1:00 PM)   Chief engineer of Orbital Sciences will 
discuss the developments occurring at the Wallops Island Flight 
Facility. Stay tuned for more information. $15 for members 
and $20 for non members. Tickets are available on-line or call  
757-787-8012.

Bus Tour 2013: The Northern 
Neck (November 8-10, 2013)  
Escape with us on a 3-day 
excursion to Lancaster County 
on the Northern Neck of 
Virginia. While the Northern 
Neck was once a bustling 
crossroads, Lancaster County, 
located at the end of the 

peninsula, has largely been bypassed by today’s busy overland 
road networks. Our tour is designed to traverse this scenic 
landscape and to experience this richly historic region that 
shares a physical chorography and connection to Northampton 
and Accomack counties.  Visit private homes, Colonial parish 
churches, downtown Kilmarnock, and local wineries.  Savor the 
excitement of getting lost in our neighbor’s back yard. $475 per 
person. Visit www.shorehistory.org  or call 757-787-8012.

To Kill a Mockingbird& Southern Culture
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Take a different shot at having fun!  

 
  

   

 

 

We are offering an inviting 
environment for novice and 
experienced shooters alike 
with in-house certified NSCA 
shooting instructors who offer 
shooting instruction and 
clinics throughout the year for 
Historical Society members at 
a 10% discount.  To join one of 
our groups contact Eastern 
Shore Safaris at:  
safaris@verizon.net and tell 
them you’re with us! 

 Groups (2 or more people) 
 Family & Youth groups available 

 

 

The Outdoors Sportsman  

 

 

Join this group on September 21, 2013 for their first 
meeting and a day of rug hooking.  Bring a project, 
purchase a small kit, or just come and see how it is done.                                                
Contact:  lynne@branchsbend.com 

 

 

 

 

The Hooking Guild 

Sporting clays 
began as a way 
for hunters to 

practice their skills on shooting 
courses designed to simulate 
different hunting situations.  
"Birds" were shot into the sky 
while "rabbits" and similar 
animals ran along the ground. 

 

 

 

Fellow 

Lovers of the  

Decorative Arts  

 

If you have a passion or a curiosity 
about furniture, silver, ceramics or 
quilts and wished you knew more 
about their style, age and makers, 
consider joining Fellow Lovers of 
the Decorative Arts.  The group 
would foster knowledge of the 
decorative arts through educational 
functions and a broadened 
knowledge of the Historical 
Society’s collections, Eastern Shore made pieces, as well as 
decorative arts from around the world.  Planning meetings 
will take place during the fall regarding winter fireside chats.  
If you are interested in joining, please contact:                      
je-lgn@earthlink.net or director@shorehistory.org    

         Become a Member or share this with a friend.   
Purchase membership online or mail in this form. 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:__________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:_________________________________________________________________ 

Amount/ Membership Level_________________________________________ 

o Please find my check enclosed. 
o Visa/ MasterCard Exp. Date______________  

CC#_________________________________________CID#____________ 

  Membership Levels  
 

Student………………………..….$5.00
Teacher/ 
Researcher……..……….....….$15.00 
Individual……………….…….$30.00 
Family……………………….….$50.00 
Friend…….…………………...$100.00 
Sustaining………………..….$250.00 
Patron…………………..…….$500.00 
Benefactor………..……….$1000.00 

 

INTEREST GROUPS
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Patron…………………..…….$500.00 
Benefactor………..……….$1000.00 

 

Become a member of the ESVA Historical Society or share it with a friend.
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October 19-20, 2013 
 
 

Tour the Godspeed and join us 
for a fun filled  

Festival Weekend  
as we travel back to the  

17th Century 
in Historic Onancock! 

 
 

www.shorehistory.org/ridethetide 
events@shorehistory.org 

 

  
  Special Exhibits    

 
 

 

 Hand Dipped Candles presented by Chicks Sister Studio Arts and Crafts 

 A Voyage Through Time the History of Port Scarburgh & Hopkins Store  

 History of Voting  presented by the Accomack Democratic Committee 

 “How We Know What We Know” ESVHS Archaeology Committee 

 Explanation & Illustration of "Limners"  presented by the Red Queen Gallery 

 17th Century Water Way Usage Waterways: travel and means of existence 

 Boating Then & Now U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary  

 Watershed Walk - Eastern Shore Environmental Education Council 

 The Francis Makemie Society’s Artifacts- treasures left behind by Founder of the Presbyterian Church in America . 
 

A map & full schedule of events & exhibits will be posted on our website & provided that weekend. 

 

 Audience with the Queen  In celebration of England’s supreme benefactress of 
foreign exploration, and Virginia’s namesake, this rare 16c. portrait of Queen Elizabeth I. 
will be on loan for one week only. Greet the Godspeed with her! 

 17th Century Herb Usage                                    
presented by the Master Gardeners 

 

 

 Native Flora & Fauna of the Eastern Shore 
with children’s games & crafts 
 

 17th Century People  early native people on the 
Shore and the first European settlers 

INTERPRET
Eastern Shore of Virginia Historical Society • P.O. Box 179 • Onancock, VA 23417 • (757) 787-8012 www.shorehistory.org

4                                                                       Eastern Shore Historical Society Newsletter September 2013



EDUCATE

 

Activities  
Friday, October 18th 
5-7:00 PM…….. Naomi Makemie Presbyterian Church  

A Spaghetti  Dinner with Francis Makemie himself! 
 

Saturday, October 19th 
All Day  Artisans’ Square 
 

TBD……………… Fun Run/ Walk  Swashbucklers Drop Anchor!                                                                                                                   
   Riverside's Run for Heart Run  
 

10:00 AM…….. Walking Tour of Onancock  
    

Historic Kayak Tour                                                                                                                                             
SouthEast Expeditions at the Wharf 
  
Captain Capitano's Comedy Pirate Show                                                                                       
Cokesbury Church 
  

11:30 AM…….. Boat Tour of Onancock Creek on the Georgie E                               
Welcome aboard this restored Chesapeake Bay Buy Boat 

   
1:30 PM……….. Shakespearean Play                

Pocomoke Players  
              
2:00 PM……….. Historic Kayak Tour                     
 

Walking Tour of Onancock 
                 
Rededication Ceremony for the Annie C.                                                  
1904 log canoe restored & celebrated.  Ker Place. 
      

2:30 PM……….. Captain Capitano's Comedy Pirate Show                                                                                           
Cokesbury Church 

  
Delegate Lynwood  Lewis is in the Stockade                                                                                 
Help us get him out! A fundraiser for the ESVHS  
     

3:30 PM……….. Shakespearean Play                                           
Pocomoke Players  

   

4:00 PM……….. Boat Tour of Onancock Creek on the Georgie E  
 

5:00 PM……….. 17th Century Libations          
   (Whew- So that’s how they survived!) Ker Place. 
                                                             

Sunday, October 20th 
All Day  Artisans’ Square 
10:00 AM………. Historic Kayak Tour          
    SouthEast Expeditions at the Wharf 
  

12:00 PM………. Boat Tour of Onancock Creek on the Georgie E  
                                     
2:00 PM………. Historic Kayak Tour                                                                                                                     
 

2:15 PM………. Music         

2:30 PM………. Boat Tour of Onancock Creek on the Georgie E       

4:00 PM……….. Music  
 

Captain Capitano

 

The Georgie E

 

Kayaking on Onancock Creek
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Over the summer, we collected 
three pick-up loads of time 
weathered boxes from the attic of 
Hopkins & Brothers Store.  The 
contents inside were unknown, 
but we knew a treasure awaited 
in the tattered and degrading 
boxes. We immediately sought 
consultation from several local 

historians who came rushing over at the news of the 
collection’s arrival.  The message we heard from them 
was first, joy followed by concern of the collection’s state.  
Action had to be taken and the unknown became an 
adventure.  After an intense web search for a specialized 
intern, Shawn M. Weisser was delivered to our door and 
after six weeks of hard labor, the first phase of cataloging 
the Hopkins Collection was completed.    

Mrs. Weisser, a teacher and librarian from Williamsburg 
with extensive experience in special collections and 
historical archives, volunteered her time with us.  This 
is what she loves most; it is her passion. For fifteen 
years, she has worked for museums, archives, special 
collections, libraries and public education. She has a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Education, a Bachelor’s Degree in 
U.S. History, and a Master’s Degree in Library Science.

Organizing and cataloging the Hopkins & Brothers 
General Store Collection was an incredible task which 
at times required a breathing mask and rubber gloves.   
After sifting through dirt and the ash of a past fire, she 
discovered deeds, leases and tax documents from the 
latter half of the 19th century and other documents 
surrounding the general business of the store through the 
early 1960s. Among the documents found were contracts 
between Hopkins & Brothers and various shipping 
companies along the Eastern seaboard that visited the 
wharf regularly. Hopkins & Brothers became the legal 
representative of those ships on behalf of the shipping 
companies; and within the collection just found, are 
shipping manifests and artifacts that may have been sold 
in the store. The dates most heavily represented are from 
1883 to 1959.  Cancelled checks from 1877 to 1961, 
invoices, and customer credit records provide evidence 

PRESERVE
of a thriving company within a thriving community. The 
collection will not be completely cataloged until the end 
of next summer with the hopeful return of Mrs. Weisser.

Support our 2013 annual fund

Eastern Shore of Virginia Historical Society • P.O. Box 179 • Onancock, VA 23417 • (757) 787-8012 www.shorehistory.org



September 2013                                                     Eastern Shore Historical Society Newsletter 7

President’s Message from Susan Stinson: 
Ever since Jenny told me that she intended to devote a large portion of the 

summer newsletter to our interest groups, I have been trying to find a way 
to tie my newsletter contribution into that central theme.

Many of you realize that over the past months, the governing board has 
acknowledged the reduction in the number of volunteer hours that our 
members are able to give and, as a consequence, have moved many of the 
activities previously accomplished by volunteers to tasks assigned to paid 
staff at Ker Place. Most recently the addition of Randy Stuart as Director of 
Education illustrates this point.

It didn’t take long for me to come to the conclusion that our most essential 
interest group is composed of the five talented and resourceful women who 
run the Historical Society.  Simply put, we couldn’t do it without them. 
Who are they, you might ask?

While nothing I say here will truly encompass what they do, here’s a quick 
look.

•  Jenny Barker – Director – Overall operations/Development
•  Dawn Byrd – Collections/Archives
•  Brittany Haywood – Website/Communications
•  Kristin Schafer – All things financial
•  Randy Stuart - Education

I can’t recognize our paid employees without mentioning the contributions 
of parents, husbands and significant others who form their own special 
interest group by virtue of their relationship to those named above. Jenny’s 
father has sent men to smooth out the rough spots in our driveway at Ker 
Place while her mother, Jane, attends most events often with Jenny’s boys 
in tow. T. Lee Byrd is always available to lend a hand. Joe Schafer – though 
working some distance away at Wallops – was asked to help us put together 
an education program on the space facility at Wallops and did so. Josh 
Owen often gets a last minute call to help out – most recently at the music 
event at Ker Place on Friday. Thank you, thank you and thank you.

Visit Ker Place and you will leave with the impression that a lot of things are 
going on there. I’ve spent a few minutes thinking about the tasks associated 
with keeping an organization of about 400 members going and here are just 
a few examples. Each employee deals, to some degree, with our members 
and with our governing board.  Requests for staff assistance range from 
short and easy to huge and complicated. Our employees are, collectively, 
watching over day-to-day operations, maintaining the physical structure, 
keeping records, assisting docents, planning events, resolving disputes, 
participating in marketing and public relations, reviewing contracts, 
keeping track of financials, guarding our collections while providing access 
to our archives, educating members and guests of all ages, conducting tours 
of our exquisite headquarters, writing grants, soliciting support – actually 
I’m wearing myself out just thinking about all they do! Suffice to say, I take 
my hat off to them.  And I hope you will too.

The 2013 Eastern Shore of 
Virginia Historical Society 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
All Board members are elected by the 
membership in March at the Annu-
al meeting and serve for a one year 
term. It is an honor for us to have 
their time, devotion and support.
Drummond Ayres 
Bill Bagwell 
Ellie Cackowski 
Barnaby Conrad
Dennis Custis 
*Ridgway Dunton, Treasurer
Caleb Fowler, Vice President
Edward Fowler 
Linda Gayle 
Susan Grove
Susan Henderson 
Debbie Holland
Jody Hopkins 
Rick Hubbard 
Lucius Kellam IV 
Johnnie Marshall
Margaret MacKenzie
Chris Needels
Betsy Seybolt 
Susan Stinson, President 
Norman Thibodeaux 
Wendy Walker, Secretary
Dr. Carrie White
Wayne Williams 
*Mrs. E. Polk Kellam
*Mrs. Katherine T. Mears
*Honorary Members

STAFF
Jenny Barker
Executive Director

Dawn Byrd
Archives and Collections

Kristin Schafer
Staff Accountant

Brittany Haywood
Events and Marketing

Randy Stuart
Education Director
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There are more programs & events on the horizon we do not want you to miss.
HUNGARS CHURCH ORGAN CONCERT. (SEPTEMBER 29, 4PM) 
Stephan Dulce, Hungars Church & Christ Church Music Director and Andrew Muender, Pianist.  Symphonic piece for Organ and 
Piano, Clokey.  www.hungarscureparish.org  

A.C.E.S. CONCERT. (OCTOBER 19, 8PM)   
The Campbell Family Band, playing old time fiddle and dance music. Nandua High school. Purchase tickets through www.acesva.org 

HOLIDAY DINNER AT KER PLACE. 
(DECEMBER 13, 6:30PM)  
Join us for an elegant supper while Ker Place is decorated 
in its full splendor for the season.  The menu will be posted 
shortly with individual tickets available for purchase.  Tables 
accommodating up to 8 people may also be reserved.  Seating 
will be limited.  Celebrate the season with us and allow us 
to take the work off of your plate so you may entertain your 
friends in this magnificent house with style and ease.   

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE.  
(DECEMBER 14, 11AM- 4PM) 
Local Garden Clubs decorate the house for the holidays 
with free exhibits open for the public to view all day.  Choral 
concerts, children’s games, and tours will be given all day in 
conjunction with the Onancock Holiday House Tour.


